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Comprehension Skill 2 Predicting 
Description: Learners use information from graphics, 
text and experiences to anticipate what will be 
read/viewed/ heard and to actively adjust comprehension 
while reading and viewing. 
 
Example questions/ statements. Ask these before, 
during and after reading with your child or reading to 
them. 

 What do you think will happen next? 

 What words or images do you expect to see or hear 
in this text? 

 What might happen next? Why do you think that? 
What helped you to make that prediction? 

 Were your predictions accurate? How did you 
confirm your predictions? 

 Have you read/seen/heard about this topic anywhere 
else? 

 
Hints and tips. Before and after chart. Your child can list 
predictions before and during reading. As they read, they 
either confirm or reject their predictions. 
 
Moving beyond resilience-building…….to character 
development. An interesting article from Michael Grose, 
Parenting Educator. 
 
“Talent or persistence. Which would you choose for a 
child?” 
I often ask this question at my parenting seminars and 
the responses are fascinating. Parents naturally want 
both. Sorry, but that’s not an option. 
 
When pushed most people choose talent over 
persistence, which in many ways reflects the current 
thinking around achievement. Intelligence, sporting 
prowess and ability in whatever it is we value will only get 
a child or young person so far. They need more than 
talent to achieve sustained excellence in anything they 
do. It is the character traits of hard work combined with 
their ability to stick at a task and see it through that 
makes all the difference.  

 

WHAT’S ON? 
 

 

  

Thu   24.10.13 School Starters Playgroup in Hall 
9.15am to 10.45am 

Frid  25.10.13 Trivia Night 6.30pm in School Hall 
Wed 30.10.13 Kinder Orientation – Session 1 
  

 

Kindergarten Orientation. We welcomed our new families 
(and some returning ones) of our forty three Kindergarten 
students for 2014.  The Early Years Team did a fantastic 
job of creating a relaxed atmosphere while being 
professional in providing the information that families need. 
Thankyou! 
 
Thanks must also go to our hardworking P and C who not 
only baked for supper but also gave some handy hints from 
a parent’s perspective and an open invitation to all families 
to be a part of our school community in any way they can.  
 
Balgownie Students achieve high results. 
Congratulations to our students who chose to complete an 
ICAS English or Maths test last term. They have performed 
extremely well and we are proud of their achievements. 
 
Canberra excursion is wonderful.  What a way to start 
the term with our Stage 3 students and their teachers 
seeing almost every sight there is in our nation’s capital. All 
students upheld our fine reputation for behaviour when out 
of the school.  
 
A big thank you to their teachers who reportedly slept for 
about three days after the excursion and have been heard 
muttering that they think they may be getting too old for 
overnight excursions.  We know they will have their bags 
packed and be first on the bus next year and wouldn’t miss 
it for the world. Thanks to Mr Loxton for his preparation, 
Mrs Burns, Mrs Birchall and Mr Barrett for making sure it all 
ran smoothly. 
 
Thinking of a applying for a Selective High School for 
Year 7 entry in 2015? This is for current Year 5 students 
who are high achievers academically who may wish to 
attend a selective high school. Our local selective high 
school is Smiths Hill High. For further information please 
see Mr Loxton or myself regarding applications. Online 
applications close Monday 18 th November. The address 
is: www.schools.nsw.edu.au/shsplacement.  
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Renee has grit Malcolm Gladwell in his book Outliers, 
described twenty-something American student Renee, 
who took 22 minutes to work out a complicated math 
question.  
The average student gives up after THREE minutes, 
preferring to ask for help than work through a problem. 
Renee is unusual as she persisted for 22 minutes until 
she got the solution. The funny thing is, is that she 
doesn’t describe herself as a good math student. But she 
is highly successful at Math. Grit rather than pure math 
talent are her forte. 
 
Character matters Cognitive skills by themselves aren’t 
enough for children to succeed over the long journey. 
Many recent studies (most notably the work of US-based 
Angela Duckworth) have found that character not 
cognitive ability is the single most reliable determinant of 
how a person’s life will turn out.  
 
These traits include the inclination to persist at a boring 
task (grit); the ability to delay gratification (self-control) 
and the tendency to follow through with a plan 
(conscientiousness), which are invaluable traits at 
school, in the workplace and in life in general. Character 
works as an indicator of success when it’s seen as set of 
strengths and personality traits rather than personal 
values such as loyalty, tolerance or forgiveness. 
 
Character is forged under difficulty 
The key character traits of grit, self-control and 
conscientiousness are forged under hardship and 
duress. This makes our current propensity to over 
protect and over indulge kids problematic. When kids 
continually experience easy success we set them up for 
failure because when they finally face up to difficult 
situations many lack the capacity to push through the 
tough times. 
 
Encouraging kids to step out of their comfort zones and 
take learning and social risks is a massive challenge at 
the moment. It’s critical that we challenge children and 
young people to attempt activities where failure is a 
significant option overcoming set-backs and pushing 
through difficulties is how character is formed.  
Parents can actively promote grit and persistence in kids 
by making character part of their family’s brand. They can 
focus on character in conversations. They can share 
experiences where character paid off for them in their 
lives. They can discuss how character contributes to 
excellence and success in every day live including at 
work, at school and in the sporting field. Character and its 
many components can become part the family narrative 
regardless on the age of children. 
 

Keeping our kids safe.  
It has been a challenging week with the smoke in the air. 
We are mindful of all our children, especially those with 
asthma. We have already: 

 · Cancelled fitness on Monday 
· Provided an indoor venue for lunch for those who 

would prefer not to be out in the smoky 
atmosphere. 

    · Spoke to all children on assembly about ways to 
keep themselves safe and the importance of telling 
a staff member if they feel unwell. 

 
We have since received a recommendation that outdoor 
sport be cancelled for the remainder of the week. We will 
not be holding outdoor sport this week. 
 
We will make a decision each day, depending on the 
conditions, whether to open the indoor venue or not. 
 
I would also like to thank the fire fighters and other 
volunteers who are working up in the Southern Highlands 
and wish them all well. 
 

 

Have a wonderful week. 

Aloma Stewart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought of the Week 
I take the good with the bad, and I try to 
face them both with as much calm and 
dignity as I can muster. 
- Arthur Ashe 
 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have 

demonstrated our values of Respect, Responsibility and 

Real Learning and earned themselves a wrist band! 

Well done! 
 

Ashley Jones 

Jack Rouse 

Mason Fanning 
Natasha Trajcevski 

Natasa Zeljkovic 
Lochlan Cohen 

Sky Rogers 
Liam Hamilton 

Liesl Lindenau 

Cameron Welsh 
Jesse Newman 

Ellie Iskra 
 

And well done to the following students who achieved 
their PBS badge! 
 

Hannah Sproal 

Lara Picciolini 
William Newman 
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CANBERRA 

On week 2 Term 4 on the 16
th
 of October, Stage 3 left for 

a three day excursion to Canberra. 

At 8.00am we said our good byes to our school and our 

families then hit the road. Our first stop was the High 

Court, where we got to see the three court rooms. Next 

we stopped at the Australian Museum where we saw lots 

of old antiques (like Mrs Burns) and Phar Lap’s heart 

“wow that’s huge”. After the museum we went on a 

relaxing cruise around Lake Burley Griffin, then headed 

to our motel (The Sundown Motel) for a quick look. After 

dinner we left for the AIS where we learnt about previous 

Olympics and the different types of sports. 

Day 2-Questacon was where we saw some great science 

based activities and went on the awesome rides such as 

the Freefall.  

At the War Memorial we learnt about the wars and 

conflict. We payed our respects to the fallen, by placing a 

poppy on the Wall of Remembrance next to soldier’s 

names. Our last stop before dinner was Old Parliament 

House where we learnt some more about the democratic 

process and voting. 

That night at the CSIRO we did some hands on 

experiments and checked out some critters. After a quick 

ascent up 850 meters to Telstra Tower where it was sooo 

cold and windy we saw Canberra at night. It was 

spectacular. Then we were back to our motel for sleep. 

Day 3- After a pack up and tidy up, we headed for 

Parliament House which we were keen to see as we had 

been studying Government last term. Did you know that 

there are over 460 rooms and 2500 clocks. We also got 

to role-play passing a bill in Parliament. 

Sadly we then had to head off back to Balgownie. We 

would like to say a huge THANK YOU to Mrs Burns, Mrs 

Burchill, Mr Barrett and Mr Loxton for giving up their time 

(and sleep) to take us on this excursion for 2013 Stage 3 

had a fantastic time. 

Kate Critcher, Molly Drain - Yr 5 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER  
2013 Week 4, Term 4 
 

Day Date Name 

Mon 28.10.13 
Ailsa Bailey 
Jane Morrison 
Lisa Sheedy 

Tues 29.10.13 
Mary Papakosmas 
Mandy Fanning 
Jo Mortimer 

Wed 30.10.13 
Joanne Welsh 
Nicole Prior-Sproal 

Thurs 31.10.13 
Tracey Koschny 
Michelle Morton 
Help Needed 

Fri 1.11.13 CLOSED 

 
 
 
 
 

Joke of the Week 
Q: Why is tennis such a loud game? 
 

A: Because each player raises a 

racquet. 
 

 

 

NEXT P&C MEETING  
WEDNESDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2013  
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P&C NEWS 
 

BUNNINGSxBBQ 
Thank you to the people who have committed to helping 
with the Bunnings BBQ on Sunday 17th November. We 
still need more volunteers to ensure the day runs 
smoothly! If you or your partner can help out for an hour 
or 2 please contact Scott Spencer on 0419875540 or 
email Scott.Spencer@bluescopesteel.com 
 
SCHOOL VEGIE GARDEN 
The vegie garden currently has rainbow spinach, english 
spinach, lettuce and herbs which are ready for picking. A 
couple of lucky kids have also tasted our first raspberries! 
Please help yourself to anything in the second garden 
bed from the teacher's car park. Harvest rainbow 
spinach, english spinach and lettuce by taking the large 
outer leaves so the smaller inner leaves continue to grow 
and the plant can keep on producing. I am in the garden 
most Thursday and Friday mornings before school so 
please feel free to come and chat to me (Vanessa) about 
taking some delicious fresh vegies home to try. Why not 
try the following salad recipe for english spinach..... 
Roast red capsicum with english spinach, fetta cheese 
and mint 
2 large red capsicums, halved, seeds removed 
6 Balgownie Public School english spinach leaves, 
roughly chopped 
3 tablespoons of finely chopped mint 
50 grams of crumbled fetta cheese 
2 teaspoons of capers (optional) 
1 tablespoon of olive oil 
squeeze of lemon 
1. To roast red capsicums, place under a grill until skins 
turn black. Remove from oven and when cool, peel skins 
from the capsicums. Discard skins. 
2. Slice red capsicums into strips. 
3. Add capsicum strips to salad bowl with washed BPS 
english spinach, mint, fetta cheese and capers. 
4. Drizzle olive oil over salad and then add a squeeze of 
lemon juice. Toss well and add salt and pepper to taste. 
 
 

 

  UNIFORM SHOP 
The Uniform Shop is open on 

TUESDAY mornings from 

8.30am each week. 
 

   
         

     

          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=2a5b0f778ad846abbc37108bc83520c1&URL=mailto%3aScott.Spencer%40bluescopesteel.com


 
 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
 
CHANGE OF VENUE  - Trivia is being held at the school, due 
to overwhelming demand. 6.30pm for a 7pm start. 
 
Places still available – individual tickets or group. Contact 
Amie on 0439 411 246 or pandc@hotmail.com for more 
details. If you have booked but have not yet paid, please 
confirm payment with Amie. Tickets $20 per person or $160 
per table.  
 
Please BYO alcohol and nibblies. There will be some snack 
foods and soft drink available for purchase on the night.  
 
NO CHILDREN are permitted due to the consumption of 
alcohol. Parking is available in the playground, please enter 
via Balgownie Road.  
 
Please bring cash, as we will have a number of raffles and 
‘buy-in’ rounds on the night, as well as roll the coin at the 
bottle, a scategories round, true false and lots of other fun 
and frivolity. This is our chance to raise funds for our kids 
while having a fun night.  
 
There will be prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd, as well as a prize for 
best-dressed table and best dressed individual, so remember 
the ‘B’ theme and dress up for your chance to win.  
 
We will be holding two raffles on the night, with many 
fantastic prizes, including a night in Sydney for two people at 
a hotel of their choice and dinner cruise, family portrait 
package, ipad mini, and many, many more.  
 
If you aren’t on a table, but can volunteer to help on the 
night please let Amie know on 0439 411 246.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all there! 

mailto:pandc@hotmail.com


1 
Carl and 

the Passions 
changed band name 

to what Beach Boys 2 
How many rings on the Olym-

pic flag Five 3 What colour is ver-
milion a shade of Red 4 King Zog ruled 

which country Albania 5 What colour is 
Spock's blood Green 6 Where in your body is your 

patella Knee ( it's the kneecap ) 7 Where can you find 
London bridge today USA ( Arizona ) 8 What spirit is mixed 

with ginger beer in a Moscow mule Vodka 9 Who was the first man 
in space Yuri Gagarin 10 What would you do with a Yashmak Wear it - 

it's an Arab veil 11 Who betrayed Jesus to the Romans Judas Escariot 12 
Which animal lays eggs Duck billed platypus 13 On television what was Flipper 

Dolphin 14 Who's band was The Quarrymen John Lenon 15 Which was the most suc-
cessful Grand National horse Red Rum 16 Who starred as the Six Million Dollar Man Lee 

Majors 17 In the song Waltzing Matilda - What is a Jumbuck Sheep 18 Who was Dan Dare's great-
est enemy in the Eagle Mekon 19 What is Dick Grayson better known as Robin (Batman and Robin)  20 

What was given on the fourth day of Christmas Calling birds 21 What was Skippy ( on TV ) The bush kanga-
roo 22 What does a funambulist do Tightrope walker 23 What is the name of Dennis the Menace's dog Gnasher 

24 What are bactrians and dromedaries Camels (one hump or two) 25 Who played The Fugitive David Jason 26 Who 
was the King of Swing Benny Goodman 27 Who was the first man to fly across the channel Louis Bleriot 28 Who starred 

as Rocky Balboa Sylvester Stallone 29 In which war was the charge of the Light Brigade Crimean 30 Who invented the televi-
sion John Logie Baird 31 Who would use a mashie niblick Golfer 32 In the song who killed Cock Robin Sparrow 33 What do decidu-

ous trees do Lose their leaves in winter 34 In golf what name is given to the No 3 wood Spoon 35 If you has caries who would you con-
sult Dentist - its tooth decay 36 What other name is Mellor’s famously known by Lady Chatterlys Lover  37 What did Jack Horner pull from 

his pie Plum 38 How many feet in a fathom Six 39 which film had song Springtime for Hitler The Producers 40 Name the legless fighter pilot 
vof ww2 Douglas Bader 41 What was the name of inn in Treasure Island Admiral Benbow 42 What was Erich Weiss better known as Harry 

Houdini 43 Who sailed in the Nina - Pinta and Santa Maria Christopher Columbus 44 Which leader died in St Helena Napoleon Bonaparte 45 
Who wrote Gone with the Wind Margaret Mitchell 46 What does ring a ringv a roses refer to The Black Death 47 Whose nose grew when he 

told a lie Pinocchio 48 Who has won the most Oscars Walt Disney 49 What would a Scotsman do with a spurtle Eat porridge (it’s a spoon) 50 
Which award has the words for valour on it Victoria Cross Page 210000 general knowledge questions and answers www.cartiaz.ro No 

Questions Quiz 1 Answers 51 If you had pogonophobia what would you be afraid of Beards 52 Who would take silk as part of their job Bar-
rister 53 Who won an Oscar for the African Queen Bogart 54 Who sang the theme song in 9 to 5 Dolly Parton 55 What in business terms is 

the IMF International Monetary Fund 56 Ringo Star narrates which children's TV series Thomas the tank engine 57 Which country grows 
the most fruit China 58 Which company is owned by Bill Gates Microsoft 59 What would you do with a maris piper Eat it - it’s a potato 60 In 

Casablanca what is the name of the nightclub Rick's 61 What was the first James Bond book Casino Royal 62 What kind of animal is a lurch-
er Dog  63 What is the currency of Austria Schilling 64 What is the Islamic equal to the red cross Red Crescent 65 In fable who sold a cow 

for five beans Jack ( and grew a beanstalk ) 66 How did Alfred Nobel make his money He invented Dynamite 67 Who was the first man to run a 
sub four minute mile Roger Bannister 68 What are Munroes Mountains in Scotland 69 Which car company makes the Celica Toyota 70 Air 

Lingus is the national airline of which country Republic of Ireland or Eire 71 Who discovered radium The Curies 72 What does an alopecia 
sufferer lack Hair 73 Who painted The Haywain John Constable 74 Triskadeccaphobia is the fear of what Number 13 75 What is a baby 

rabbit called Kit or Kitten 76 Which country had The Dauphin as a ruler France 77 Who did Michael Caine play in the Ipcress File (both 
names) Harry Palmer 78 Who won Euro song contest Save All Your Kisses For Me Brotherhood of Man 79 Which country had the guns of 

Naverone installed Turkey 80 Ictheologists study what Fish 81 What is a Winston Churchill Cigar 82 Who or what lives in a formicarium 
Ants 83 What type of acid is used in car batteries Sulphuric 84 It’s a flock of sheep what's a group of owls called Parliament 85 What 

animal would you find in a form Hare 86 Who in books and films was the man of bronze Doc Savage 87 Who was Stan Laurels partner Oliver 
Hardy 88 What kind of food is Cullan Skink Fish 89 What is classified by the A B O system Blood Groups 90 What plant does the Colorado 

beetle attack Potato 91 Where did the Pied Piper play Hamlin 92 To where in France do the sick make pilgrimages Lourdes 93 In which city 
was the famous black hole Calcutta 94 Christopher Cockerel invented what Hovercraft 95 Ray Bolger played who in The Wizard of Oz 

Scarecrow 96 Sabotage is French - What did the saboteurs use Shoes - sabot means shoe1 Carl and the Passions changed band name to what 
Beach Boys 2 How many rings on the Olympic flag Five 3 What colour is vermilion a shade of Red 4 King Zog ruled which country Albania 5 

What colour is Spock's blood Green 6 Where in your body is your patella Knee ( it's the kneecap ) 7 Where can you find London bridge today 
USA ( Arizona ) 8 What spirit is mixed with ginger beer in a Moscow mule Vodka 9 Who was the first man in space Yuri Gagarin 10 What would 

you do with a Yashmak Wear it - it's an Arab veil 11 Who betrayed Jesus to the Romans Judas Escariot 12 Which animal lays eggs Duck billed 
platypus 13 On television what was Flipper Dolphin 14 Who's band was The Quarrymen John Lenon 15 Which was the most successful Grand 

National horse Red Rum 16 Who starred as the Six Million Dollar Man Lee Majors 17 In the song Waltzing Matilda - What is a Jumbuck Sheep 
18 Who was Dan Dare's greatest enemy in the Eagle Mekon 19 What is Dick Grayson better known as Robin (Batman and Robin)  20 What was 

given on the fourth day of Christmas Calling birds 21 What was Skippy ( on TV ) The bush kangaroo 22 What does a funambulist do Tightrope 
walker 23 What is the name of Dennis the Menace's dog Gnasher 24 What are bactrians and dromedaries Camels (one hump or two) 25 Who 

played The Fugitive David Jason 26 Who was the King of Swing Benny Goodman 27 Who was the first man to fly across the channel Louis 
Bleriot 28 Who starred as Rocky Balboa Sylvester Stallone 29 In which war was the charge of the Light Brigade Crimean 30 Who invented 

the television John Logie Baird 31 Who would use a mashie niblick Golfer 32 In the song who killed Cock Robin Sparrow 33 What do decidu-
ous trees do Lose their leaves in winter 34 In golf what name is given to the No 3 wood Spoon 35 If you has caries who would you consult 

Dentist - its tooth decay 36 What other name is Mellor’s famously known by Lady Chatterlys Lover  37 What did Jack Horner pull from his 
pie Plum 38 How many feet in a fathom Six 39 which film had song Springtime for Hitler The Producers 40 Name the legless fighter pilot 

of ww2 Douglas Bader 41 What was the name of inn in Treasure Island Admiral Benbow 42 What was Erich Weiss better known as 
Harry Houdini 43 Who sailed in the Nina - Pinta and Santa Maria Christopher Columbus 44 Which leader died in St Helena Napo-

leon Bonaparte 45 Who wrote Gone with the Wind Margaret Mitchell 46 What does ring a ring a roses refer to The Black 
Death 47 Whose nose grew when he told a lie Pinocchio 48 Who has won the most Oscars Walt Disney 49 What would 

a Scotsman do with a spurtle Eat porridge (it’s a spoon) 50 Which award has the words for valour on it Victoria 
Cross Page 210000 general knowledge questions and answers www.cartiaz.ro No Questions Quiz 1 

Answers 51 If you had pogonophobia what would you be afraid of Beards 52 Who would take silk as 
part of their job Barrister 53 Who won an Oscar for the African Queen Bogart 54 Who sang the 

theme song in 9 to 5 Dolly Parton 55 What in business terms is the IMF International Mone-
tary Fund 56 Ringo Star narrates which children's TV series Thomas the tank engine 

57 Which country grows the most fruit China 58 Which company is owned by Bill 
Gates Microsoft 59 What would you do with a maris piper Eat it - it’s a potato 

60 In Casablanca what is the name of the nightclub Rick's 61 What was 
the first James Bond book Casino Royal 62 What kind of animal is a 

lurcher Dog  63 What is the currency of Austria Schilling 64 
What is the Islamic equal to the red cross Red Crescent 

65 In fable who sold a cow for five beans Jack ( and 
grew a beanstalk ) 66 How did Alfred Nobel 

make his money He invented Dynamite 67 
Who was the first man to run a sub 

four minute mile Roger Bannis-
ter 68 What are Munroes 

Mountains in Scot-
land 69 Which 

car compa-
ny 
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Balgownie Public School 
TRIVIA NIGHT
6:30 pm Friday 25th October
Organise a table or join one of ours

$20 per head or tables of 8 at a discounted rate
NOW LOCATED AT BALGOWNIE PUBLIC SCHOOL HALL

Enquiries and bookings 
Email p.and.c@hotmail.com 
or Contact Amie 0439 411 246

BOOK EARLY PLACES ARE LIMITED

Fancy Dress “B” Theme
for the Brave & Bold

Fun and Games
Fantastic Prizes 
throughout the 

night include

Ipad Mini
$$ Vouchers

Family Passes to 
Famous Attractions
Gym Memberships 

BYO Drinks & Nibblies 

All proceeds from the night supports our local school
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